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Student Briefs

To fulfill his prerequisites, Stern diligently
spent his off-duty hours earning his associate’s and bachelor’s degrees through colleges
on or near naval bases where he was stationed. His first day at Georgia Law in the
fall of 2001 was the first time he was enrolled
in a full-time educational program since his
sophomore year of high school, and this
proved to be quite a challenge.
“Law school was quite a transition for me,”
Stern said. “I am in a different place in my
life than the majority of the people here, and
being somewhat older than the average law
student has made balancing a personal family life against the requirements of attending
law school a challenge.”

YLAC Sponsors Two Successful Events
The Younger Law Alumni Committee decided to focus on two primary goals this past
academic year. The first was fund raising with an invitation-only party being the reward for
those who donated $250 or more to Georgia Law. Over 80 people attended the special
evening at Martinis & IMAX located in Atlanta’s Fernbank Museum of Natural History.
Each guest was given two martini tickets and treated to a light buffet and a movie on the
venue’s extra-large screen.
The second event, 20/20 Hindsight, was an educational and networking function organized to
aid current law students in finding employment. Two informational sessions - Working in a
Small Firm and What Law School Doesn’t Teach You - were held prior to an evening dinner.
Georgia Secretary of State Cathy Cox was the keynote speaker. Her speech was very motivational and included the message that those with a law degree have an obligation to serve their
community.

▲

would not only elevate my education, but it
would also increase my capacity to productively help others.”
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Melissa Ferris (r.) (J.D.’98) and her husband
Tom (l.) enjoy a martini with Elizabeth
Kertscher (J.D.’95) at YLAC’s Martinis &
IMAX fund-raising reward party in January.

For Stern, this means calling an 18-foot
camper, known as “Cramped Quarters,”
home during the week and commuting to
Tennessee on the weekends. While the separation from his wife Donna and four children has been difficult, he views it as a means
to an end of achieving his ultimate educational goal of becoming a lawyer.
As he approaches graduation, he looks forward to enjoying the personal life he has forsaken over the past three years. “I’ve learned
the best matches for me have not been
money or glamour but rather a fulfilling
quality of life,” he said. “I’m willing to compromise and earn a lower income in order to
have the stable family life we have always
dreamed of.”

▲ Georgia Secretary of State Cathy Cox addresses a
crowd of nearly 75 people at the spring dinner.

Stern is looking forward to permanently settling in one area, a lifestyle unknown to
Naval personnel. However, he will always be
a sailor at heart.
“My first big purchase will be a replacement
boat for the one I sold to help pay for law
school,” he mused. ■
~Brittany Cox
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▲ Serving on the What You Need to Know that Law
School Doesn’t Teach You panel for current law
students are: (l. to r.) Jake Maurer (J.D.’97),
Marc Hershovitz (J.D.’96) and David Gruskin
(J.D.’96).
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we saw an opportunity to provide valuable
services. These services run the gamut from
defending an indigent person accused of a
crime to providing technical guidance to a
corporation seeking to raise capital through
the issuance of stock. While each of us may
have different strengths and areas of expertise,
we all have a duty to better our communities.
Whether we practice in a downtown firm, as
in-house corporate counsel or in a smaller
practice, we all have a responsibility to participate in our community.

Young Alumni to Keep
Their Dual Focus
A Letter to Alumni from the Younger Law
Alumni Committee
n March 26, the Younger Law Alumni

OCommittee hosted a program called
“20-20 Hindsight” to provide an opportu-

nity for current law students to gain career
perspectives from Georgia Law alumni. The
evening concluded with a dinner and an
address from Georgia Secretary of State
Cathy Cox, a fellow lawyer. Secretary of
State Cox focused her remarks on how law
school provides attorneys with the tools to
become effective public servants and the
obligation that we, as the beneficiaries of
legal education, owe to public service.
Secretary of State Cox’s remarks caused me to
think about the reasons I wanted to become
a lawyer and those areas of my practice that I
enjoy most. While the financial benefits and
prestige associated with law garner attention,
most of us chose to go to law school because

Our law school needs your involvement and
participation much like your local community organizations. The law school must receive
private funding in order to provide the margin of excellence that has made Georgia Law
one of the top public law schools in the
nation. Private giving allows the law school to
offer scholarships to top students, salary supplements and research stipends to great faculty and much needed, but under-funded,
upgrades to facilities. Simply stated, without
private giving, our alma mater cannot maintain, or improve, its status among the premier
law schools in the nation.
As I begin my year as chairperson of YLAC, I
plan to continue the good work started in
past years. YLAC is a standing committee of
the Law School Association Council, which
is the governing board of the greater law
school alumni organization. In the past few
years, YLAC has narrowed its focus to just a
few areas. The first of these areas is to assist
LSAC in fund raising for the law school.
YLAC’s goal is to have an increased level of
participation among the 12 most recent graduating classes (the classes of 1992 through

2004), which comprise the membership of
YLAC. In prior years, participation has consistently been below 20 percent. Our goal for
the 2004-2005 fiscal year will be for all 12
classes to have participation rates in excess of
30 percent.
YLAC’s other focus will be to provide unique
educational opportunities to the current student body through service. In the fall, YLAC
will once again sponsor a delayed “orientation” program where we will meet with firstyear students one month after the start of the
semester to assist in the transition to law
school. In the spring, we will continue the
20-20 Hindsight program to help current
students get a better perspective of various
practice areas and real world issues.
Throughout the year, YLAC will assist with
mock interviews, specialty practice programs
and other activities in conjunction with the
Office of Legal Career Services. I look forward to the coming year and hope many of
you will participate in future YLAC activities.
If you are interested in becoming a member
of YLAC or helping in any way, please give
me or the law school’s Jill C. Birch a call. Our
telephone numbers are (912) 764-9055 and
(706) 542-5190 respectively.
Sincerely,

Daniel B. Snipes (J.D.’95)
2004-05 Younger Law Alumni
Committee Chair

2004-05 Younger Law Alumni Committee
Chair Daniel B. Snipes, Vice-chair and Chair-elect David S. Gruskin, Immediate Past-chair Douglas R. Kertscher, Treasurer Jeffrey O. Monroe,
Secretary to be appointed, Newly Graduated Liaison to be appointed, District 1 Representative to be appointed, District 2 Representative Wallace D.
Bonner Jr., District 3 Representative Jeanna G. Fennell, District 4 Representative Debra A. Golymbieski, District 5 Representative Amy B. Loggins,
District 6 Representative to be appointed, District 7 Representative Robert B. Teilhet, District 8 Representative to be appointed, District 9 Representative
Michael L. Sullivan, District 10 Representative Laurel P. Landon, At-large Representative Kimberly M. DeWitt, At-large Representative Preyesh K.
Maniklal and Third-year Student Representative to be appointed. Please note there are eight remaining at-large representative positions to be filled.
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The Board of Visitors
Turns 40
A Letter to Alumni from the Board of Visitors

L

ater this year, the Board of Visitors will
celebrate its 40th anniversary. The Board
of Regents created the body on November
11, 1964, to serve as a liaison between the
law school, the University of Georgia president and the regents. The BOV’s primary
role was to evaluate the law school’s progress
and make recommendations for the future
to ensure the law school would become one
of the best in the nation.
The newly established organization immediately focused on transforming the law school
into a school that would attract the nation’s
brightest legal minds. Its first task was to raise
academic standards and revamp the aging law
school building. This called for the creation
of a new comprehensive law library that
would house at least 200,000 volumes. The
group’s next move was to focus on the core of
the law school - the faculty. Based upon the
BOV’s recommendations, both the faculty’s
size and salaries were increased so the institution could recruit the best legal educators.
With these improvements in place, the board
recognized the school should look for future
law students in its own backyard, focusing on
bright Georgia residents who were planning
to attend law school out of state.

Within the first five years, the BOV provided instrumental support for the establishment of several initiatives that have been key
in enhancing the legal education provided by
Georgia Law and increasing its national
stature. They included: the reestablishment
of the Georgia Law Review (first published in
1927 with production being halted after
only three issues), and the creation of the
Law School Fund (an annual fund, solely
composed of donations from alumni and
friends, to be used for areas in need of support beyond that which is supplied by the
state) and the John A. Sibley Lecture Series
(named after a 1911 alumnus and designed
to attract outstanding legal scholars of
national prominence to the law school).
Many distinguished alumni and supporters
have served on this advisory board over the
years. Among them are: Roy E. Barnes
(J.D.’72), Cook M. Barwick (J.D.’37),
Harry S. Baxter (LL.B.’39), Robert Benham
(J.D.’70), Emmet Bondurant (LL.B.’60),
Joseph E. Cheeley Jr. (J.D.’50), Chester
Davenport (LL.B.’66), James A. Dunlap
(LL.B.’46), Jule W. Felton Jr. (LL.B.’55),
Norman S. Fletcher (J.D.’58), James B.
Franklin (LL.B.’64), Robert M. Heard
(J.D.’40), Daniel B. Hodgson (LL.B.’48),
Howell Hollis, A. Felton Jenkins (LL.B.’65),
Charles A. Kimbrell (J.D.’47), Bruce W.
Kirbo (J.D.’51), Charles H. Kirbo
(LL.B.’39), Wyckliffe A. Knox Jr.
(LL.B.’64), E. Roy Lambert (LL.B.’50),
Thomas O. Marshall (LL.B.’48), M. Louise
McBee, Thomas B. Murphy (LL.B.’49),
Marion T. Pope Jr. (LL.B.’53), G. Robert
Reinhardt (J.D.’52), Carl E. Sanders
(J.D.’48), Alexander W. Smith Jr.
(LL.B.’49), Oscar M. Smith (J.D.’48),
Sidney O. Smith Jr. (LL.B.’49), Robert B.
Troutman Sr., Norman L. Underwood
(LL.B.’66) and Larry Walker (J.D.’65), to
name just a few. I am pleased to be leading a
board with such a rich legacy.

2003-04 Board of Visitors

Not much has changed in the BOV’s mission over the past four decades. As a body, we
still advise the dean on issues impacting our
alma mater’s advancement into the ranks of
the elite law schools in the nation. Many of
the issues are the same – attracting the best
and brightest students, hiring and retaining
the best legal scholars, building and maintaining quality facilities, broadening and
strengthening academic offerings, and finding the dollars (both private and public) to
adequately support each of these areas critical to the success of our law school.
I am proud to say our alma mater is among
the best in the country today. I hope that
when you are called upon to support our law
school – with your time and/or money – you
will realize that you will be investing in something great, something that has already invested in you and assisted you in becoming what
you are today. Years ago, your fellow alumni
(some of them are listed on this page) believed
in what Georgia Law could become and
answered the call. It is now our turn to take
this institution to the next level of excellence.
Sincerely,

Jerry B. Blackstock (J.D.’69)
2003-04 Board of Visitors Chair

Alumni Gather at
Midyear State Bar
Events
Law Dawg networking was alive and well
at the State Bar of Georgia Midyear meeting in Atlanta. Over 150 alumni and
friends enjoyed the Friday night cocktail
party, hosted by Alston & Bird, LLP. The
LSA annual breakfast meeting held the
next morning at the Sheraton Hotel in
Midtown was also attended by many.
Photos from the events can be found to
the right.

Chair Jerry B. Blackstock, B.J. Bernstein, George H. Carley, Richard B. Chandler Jr., John
B. Copenhaver, Sara A. Evans, James L. Ford Sr., Charles A. Hunnicutt, S. Lark Ingram,
Clay D. Land, Patrick N. Millsaps, Paul W. Painter Jr., Nicole C. Pierre and J.D. Smith.
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The vast majority (71 percent) of contributions to the institution’s Law School Fund
goes toward law students, of which 63 cents
of each dollar contributed is spent on student scholarships. Funding for student
scholarships is solely dependent on private
contributions since state funds may not be
used for this purpose.
In the last few years, the law school has lost
outstanding applicants to other schools in
the region because we did not have the necessary scholarship dollars to compete. We
simply cannot allow this to continue.

Law School Fund Needs to
Remain a Philanthropic
Priority

The need to contribute to the Law School
Fund still exists even when alumni contribute
to a specific cause, such as recognition efforts
for outstanding faculty. Although the university, as a whole, is in the midst of a five-year
capital campaign, the financial needs supported by the Law School Fund continue.
These other special contributions should not
be in place of, but should be in addition to,
what you regularly contribute. The Law
School Fund is one of the most powerful

A Letter to Alumni from the Law School
Association Council
alumni sometimes ask me why
F ellow
they need to make a financial commitment to our law school since it is a publicly-funded institution. My one-word
response is students.

ways you can help ensure that our legal alma
mater continues to have a positive impact
through teaching, research and service.
Our law school is a nationally recognized
institution. To be a premier law school, we
must retain the very best professors and
enroll the brightest students. The percentage
of donating alumni has a direct impact on
the law school’s ranking in publications such
as U.S.News & World Report. In addition,
without alumni support, the law school will
not have the intellectual capital to continue
to be a top-ranked school. Your contribution
to the Law School Fund is necessary to
ensure that we maintain the progress that we
have made and raise our alma mater to the
next level.
Sincerely,

James B. Ellington (J.D.’87)
2004-05 Law School Association President

2004-05 Law School Association Council
President James B. Ellington, President-elect Robert O. Freeman, Secretary Steven P. Gilliam, Treasurer Eleanor Banister, Immediate Past-president Julia W. Lumpkin,
Secretary Emeritus Verner F. Chaffin, District 1 - Kathleen Horne, District 2 - Gregory C. Sowell, District 3 - Paul V. Kilpatrick Jr., District 4 - J. Thomas Morgan
III, District 5 - Santhia L. Curtis, District 6 - Michael E. Sumner, District 7 - W. Heath Garrett, District 8 - Robert W. Chasteen Jr., District 9 - to be appointed,
District 10 - James W. Purcell, At-Large State - Frank L. Butler III, At-Large State - Henry C. Tharpe Jr., At-Large State - Charles A. Thomas Jr., At-Large State Lisa G. Wood, At-Large Out-of-State - John L. Carr Jr., At-Large Out-of-State - Shelley D. Rucker and Younger Law Alumni Committee Chair Daniel B. Snipes.

▲

Nikki Pierre (J.D.’96) (l.) and
Clay Scofield (J.D.’75) discuss
life after law school.

▲ The trio of (l. to r.) Cathy Harris
Helms (J.D.’86), Betsy Hodges
(J.D.’84) and Laura Owens
(J.D.’85) find time to catch up.
▲ Posing for a picture are former schoolmates
(l. to r.) David Howard (J.D.’02) and
Bonnie Tinker (J.D.’02) with Bonnie’s
spouse Chris.
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